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Rotary Club of Madras Coromandel

Architecture – Then & Now – Architect L.Venkatesh 

Normally Sunday morning speaker meetings at RCMC attract a good number of Rotarians if the topic sounds interesting. With Ann Viji Kalyan arranging the speaker the expectations ran quite high as she has been instrumental in bringing good value additions to the club be it in introducing new members or in bringing interesting speakers on diverse subjects who are passionately attached to their vocation. Sunday 8th Jan’12 morning talk by leading architect L.Venkatesh of C.R.Narayana Rao – Architects and Designers surpassed the member’s expectations.

For those of the doubting Thomases  who wondered how he was going to do justice to a vast subject within a short  span of twenty minutes,  Mr.Venkatesh  gave a sweeping perspective of Architecture then and now starting off with Manu and Vastu sastra to the oldest architectural edifice in Gur Iraq to the temple architecture to the Islamic architecture to  Neo classicism in Europe to contemporary architecture in US and rest of the world  including his own pet creations all spiced with his candid observations. 
With  an impressive lineage, architect Venkatesh being the grand son of Mr.C.R.Narayana Rao the renowned architect and with an impressive academic credential – Roorkee Engineering college followed by masters in US  - and an equally impressive track record of having created  several important land mark buildings in India and overseas over a career spanning two decades,  he gave us a  birds eye view of Architecture then and now by breaking his presentation into three broad sweeps viz:  history of architecture,  his favourite buildings and architects and  what he has designed. 

 While we are all too familiar with the refrain in any field that tremendous advances have been made due to technology factor which has helped the current era surpass all the earlier creations, architect Venkatesh reminded us that in the field of architecture not withstanding the digital era in designing and technology leaps in construction, the current day architects are yet to master the skill sets of the earlier architects to unravel the mastery with which some of the architectural wonders have been created across the globe several centuries earlier which are yet to be surpassed. 

Many of us would have visited several of the architectural wonders that he presented. However seeing it through Architect Venkatesh’s eyes with his candid commentary we observed nuances that we had missed earlier be it Agra or Jaipur or for that matter edifice in any other part of the world. To cite an example how the Jaipur old City was constructed according to Vastu Sastra was an eye opener. With well chosen examples he highlighted how the Islamic architecture had influenced the Hindu Temple architecture and vice-versa. Due to time constraints he did not cover the Chinese and Japanese architecture and their influence on contemporary architecture. 
In the question answer session that followed,  contrary to the sharp shooters that are normally raised by the RCMcians , this time around with architect Venkatesh it was an occasion to shower  encomiums on him for his  brilliant exposition or  extend invitations to join RCMC when he  mentioned that he was a Rotarian RCMSE a club which no longer exists. 
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